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Hydrilla Rapid Response

A new detection in Orchard Park, NY

November 19th, 2019

Jennifer Dunn, Great Lakes Program Biologist
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Occurrence of Hydrilla

Native to India, Sri Lanka, Korea

• First discovered in the US in Florida, 1950s

Transported by:

• Aquarium dumping

• Hitchhiking with other aquatic plants

• Boats/trailers/recreational and construction equipment

• Birds
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Two more infestations found     

in 2013

• Fall Creek

• Southeast corner 

of Cayuga Lake

Erie Canal in 2012

Occurrence of Hydrilla 

Discovered in 

• New York: 2008

• Hudson Valley, Orange 

County

• Upstate New York: 2011

• Finger Lakes region, 

Cayuga Inlet

X
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Rapid response

Considered an early detection, priority species in New York

Guided by the Framework for Response in New York

• Issued by Division of Lands and Forests Invasive Species 

Coordination Section
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Rapid response Detection
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Detection

Orchard Park, NY - New detection

• Herbicide applicator visits Hickory Lake where a 
treatment quote was requested for another issue

• Notices hydrilla

• Contacts DEC pesticides 

Outreach is important

• Northeast Aquatic Plant Management Society
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Report Received

DEC Pesticides responds:

• Internal notification

• DEC Invasive species section, Regional Engineer, and 

others

• External

• USACE
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Report Received

DEC Regional Engineer passed it 

to the DEC Great Lakes Program:

• Assists with aquatic invasive 

species

• Also has:
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Confirmation

Pictures from the notifier

First visual confirmation

• Take samples

Secondary confirmation
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Notification
Priority 1 and 2 contacts
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Rapid Response Actions

• Desktop assessment

• Evaluation of tributaries and flow

• Discovery of a second vulnerable location ~1 mile 

from Hickory Lake

Hickory Lake - confirmed

Green Lake – connected?
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Rapid Response Actions

Investigate Green Lake

• Rake toss survey with partners

• DEC, WNY PRISM, USACE
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Rapid Response Actions

Investigated downstream and connections – Smokes Creek

• Connecting channels are fairly shallow and dry

• Nothing in adjacent ponds/pools
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Treatment

Both lakes treated within 3 months of discovery – Aquathol K

Hickory Lake

• Treated 9/27/19

Green Lake

• Treated 10/4/19
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Treatment

Hickory Lake

• 5.3 acres

• No swimming

• Retention pond
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Treatment

Green Lake

• 18.2 acres

• Recreational use – no 

motorized boats

• Overflow dam
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Monitoring and Follow up

Visual observation, treatment successful

How did it get there? ]

• Aquarium dump

• Birds

• Fragments

Next steps:

• Long term plan

• Evaluate success of treatments

• Outreach
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Monitoring and Follow up
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Thank You

Jennifer Dunn

Biologist 

270 Michigan Ave

Buffalo, NY 14203

jennifer.dunn@dec.ny.gov

716.851.7070

Connect with us:

Facebook: www.facebook.com/NYSDEC

Twitter: twitter.com/NYSDEC

Flickr: www.flickr.com/photos/nysdec


